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Foundation tier writing paper question 1 marking 

 
Mark the following foundation tier question 1 writing according to the mark grid. What mark would 
you give and why?   

 
 
Question 
 
You are attending a concert in Beijing. You post this photo on social media for your friends. 
 
Describe the photo and give your opinion on music. 
 
Write approximately 20–30 characters in Chinese. 
 
(Note: the photo is of a rockband and can be seen in the SAMs on page 229.) 
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Question 1 – foundation tier (12 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark 
grids: 
● communication and content 
● linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
The student is expected to produce 25–30 characters for this task. The number of characters is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer characters than 
recommended in the character count. All work produced by the student must be marked.  

Question 1: communication and content mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–2 ● Some relevant, basic information without development. 
● Uses language to inform, give short descriptions and express opinions with limited 

success. 
● Uses limited selection of common vocabulary and expression with frequent repetition. 

3–4 ● Mostly relevant information, minimal extra detail. 
● Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions with variable 

success. 
● Uses small selection of common vocabulary and expression with some repetition. 

5–6 ● Relevant information with occasional extra detail. 
● Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions with some 

success. 
● Uses small selection of common vocabulary and expression with little repetition. 

 

Question 1: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–2 ● Produces simple, short sentences in isolation. 
● Limited accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical structures, 

limited success in referring to present events; frequently errors prevent meaning being 
conveyed. 

3–4 ● Produces simple, short sentences with little linking. 
● Inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical 

structures, inconsistently successful reference to present events; often errors occur that 
hinder clarity of communication and occasionally prevent meaning. 

5–6 ● Produces simple sentences with some linking. 
● Accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical structures, refers 

successfully to present events as appropriate to the task; occasionally errors occur that 
hinder clarity of communication. 
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Foundation tier writing question 2 marking 

 
Mark the following foundation tier question 2 writing according to the mark grid. What mark would 
you give and why?   
 
Task 
You are going to China on a school exchange trip.  Write an email to the principal of the school in 
China.   
 
Write an email with the following information: 

• When you want to go to China 
• Where you want to stay 
• Your favourite subject(s) 
• Why you want to go to China. 

 
Write approximately 40–50 characters in Chinese. 
Use appropriate language for a formal email.  
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Question 2 – foundation tier (16 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark 
grids: 
● communication and content  
● linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
This question requires students to write in a formal style/register (see Additional guidance). 
The student is expected to produce 40–50 characters for this task. The number of characters is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer characters than 
recommended in the character count. All work produced by the student must be marked.  

Question 2: communication and content mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–2 ● Limited information given likely to consist of single words and phrases. 
● Limited ability to use language to present simple facts, inform and note 

down key points; expression is frequently constrained and communication 
often breaks down. 

● Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases. 
● Knowledge of register and style is rarely evident because of restricted use 

of vocabulary and expression. 
3–4 ● Some brief information given, basic points made without development 

● Occasional success in using language to present simple facts, information 
and to note down key points but expression is sometimes constrained and 
communication occasionally breaks down. 

● Limited use of common, vocabulary and expression with frequent 
repetition. 

● Occasional appropriate use of register and style. 
5–6 ● Some relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points made 

with little development. 
● Uses language with some success, to present simple facts, information and 

to note down key points, expression is occasionally constrained. 
● Uses a small range of common vocabulary and expression with some 

repetition. 
● Mostly appropriate use of register and style, mostly sustained. 

7–8 ● Relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points made with 
some development.  

● Uses language mostly with success, to present simple facts, information 
and to note down key points using simple ideas.  

● Uses common vocabulary and expression with little repetition. 
● Appropriate use of register and style sustained. 
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Question 2: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–2 ● Repetitive use of minimal selection of straightforward grammatical 
structures. 

● Produces individual words/set phrases. 
● Limited accuracy in grammatical structures used, limited success in referring 

to present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning being 
conveyed. 

3–4 ● Use of a restricted range of straightforward grammatical structures, 
frequent repetition. 

● Produces simple, short sentences, which are not linked. 
● Occasional accuracy in grammatical structures used, occasional success in 

referring to present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning 
being conveyed. 

5–6 ● Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition. 
● Produces simple, short sentences; minimal linking. 
● Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success 

in referring to present and future events to meet the requirements of the 
task; occasionally errors prevent meaning being conveyed. 

7–8 ● Uses straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition. 
● Produces predominantly simple sentences occasionally linked together. 
● Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, mostly 

successful references to present and future events to meet the requirements 
of the task; occasionally errors hinder clarity of communication. 
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Writing foundation tier question 3  

 
Mark the foundation tier question 3 writing according to the mark grids. What mark would you give 
and why?   
 
 
Question    
 
 
Your school magazine seeks your opinions on your plans for the future. 
 
Write an article for the school magazine. 
 
You must refer to the following points: 
 

• your main interest 
 

• which subject you enjoyed the most 
 

• why young people should or should not go to university 
 

• your ideal job in the future. 
 
Write approximately 80–110 characters in Chinese. 
 
Use appropriate language for an informal article. 
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Foundation question 3 

 

Question 3 – foundation tier (20 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark 
grids: 
● communication and content 
● linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
This question contains four bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all four bullet 
points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the two mark 
grids for this question. There is no requirement for even coverage of the bullet points in any band. 
However, in order to access marks in the top band, students must refer to all bullet points and 
meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 
This question requires students to write in a familiar style/register (see Additional guidance). 
The student is expected to produce 80–110 characters for this task. The number of characters is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer characters than 
recommended in the character count. All work produced by the student must be marked.  
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Question 3: communication and content mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–3 ● Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little 
development. 

● Uses straightforward language to narrate, inform and interest; 
straightforward personal opinions are given with limited justification. 

● Expresses straightforward thoughts and ideas; uses common, familiar 
language with repetition. 

● Variable use of appropriate register and style. 
4–6 ● Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of the 

occasional key point and idea. 
● Some effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform; attempts are 

made to interest and give convincing personal opinions that are 
occasionally successful. 

● Expresses mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas with the occasional 
individual thought/idea; some different examples of common, familiar 
language. 

● Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with inconsistencies. 
7–9 ● Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of some 

key points and ideas. 
● Mostly effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform, some 

effective language to interest and give convincing personal opinions. 
● Some examples of creative language use to express individual thoughts 

and ideas; a variety of mainly common, familiar language with the 
occasional example of uncommon language. 

● Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with occasional 
inconsistency. 

10–12 ● Communicates information relevant to the task with some expansion of 
key points and ideas. 

● Effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest and give 
convincing personal opinions. 

● Frequent examples of creative language use to express individual 
thoughts and ideas; a variety of vocabulary and expression, some 
examples of uncommon language. 

● Appropriate use of register and style throughout, with minimal 
inconsistency. 
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Question 3: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – foundation tier 

 

Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material 

1–2 ● Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition. 
● Produces brief, simple sentences, limited linking of sentences. 
● Variable accuracy with language and structures, variable success when 

referring to past, present and future events, regular ambiguity; often errors 
prevent meaning being conveyed. 

3–4 ● Uses mostly straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition. 
● Produces occasionally extended sentences linked with common, 

straightforward conjunctions. 
● Some accurate language and structures, including some successful 

references to past, present and future events, some ambiguity; often errors 
occur that hinder clarity of communication and occasionally prevent meaning 
being conveyed. 

5–6 ● Different examples of straightforward grammatical structures are evident. 
● Produces some extended sentences that are linked with common, 

straightforward conjunctions. 
● Frequently accurate language and structures, including mostly successful 

references to past, present and future events, occasional ambiguity; 
sometimes errors occur that hinder clarity of communication. 

7–8 ● Some variation of grammatical structures, occasional complex structure. 
● Produces frequently extended sentences, well linked together. 
● Generally accurate language and structures, including successful references 

to past, present and future events; occasionally errors occur that hinder 
clarity of communication. 
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Writing foundation tier translation 

 
Mark the following foundation tier translation according to the mark grids. What mark would you 
give and why?   
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Question 4 (Translation) – foundation tier (12 marks) 

Translation mark grids and example responses 

Mark grid for sentences (a), (b) and (c), which are worth two marks each. The mark grid will be 
applied to each individual sentence.  

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1 ● Meaning partially communicated with errors that hinder clarity or prevent 
meaning being conveyed. 

2 ● Meaning fully communicated with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity. 
 

Mark grid for sentences (d) and (e), which are worth three marks each. The mark grid will be 
applied to each individual sentence.  

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1 ● Some words are communicated but the overall meaning of the sentence is not 
communicated. 

2 ● The meaning of the sentence is partially communicated. 
● Linguistic structures and vocabulary are mostly accurate with some errors that 

hinder clarity or prevent meaning being conveyed. 

3 ● The meaning of the sentence is fully communicated. 
● Linguistic structures and vocabulary are accurate with only occasional errors 

that do not hinder clarity. 
 
 
 


